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Weeding the garden is a chore; but if we procrastinate, those 
weeds will take over and choke out beautiful plantings. 

Mark 4:7 tells us, “…seed fell among thorns, which grew up and 
choked the plants, so that they did not bear grain.” In our daily 
lives we must be vigilant for “weeds” like pessimism, negativity 
and fear. We don’t want them to creep in and destroy the beauty 
and fruitfulness of our lives. Stay close to God and plant seeds of 
faith, hope and optimism! The gifts of the Spirit are great “weed 
eaters”. Worship regularly - don’t let the “weeds” take over.

THE WEED EATER 

Photo Credit.Bigstockphoto.phodopus 

www.thecarillon.com n STEINBACH, MAN. THE CARILLON n B9THURSDAY, MAY 14, 2026

GREY MATTERS
GARY DYCK

An agenda to finish well with others
“Remember your Creator in the days of your 

youth, before the days of trouble come and 
the years approach when you will say, ‘I find 

no pleasure in them’—Remember him before the light of 
the sun, moon, and stars is dim to your old eyes, and rain 
clouds continually darken your sky. Remember him be-
fore your legs—the guards of your house—start to trem-
ble; and before your shoulders—the strong men—stoop. 
Remember him before your teeth—your few remaining 
servants—stop grinding…” Ecclesiastes 12:1-3 (NIV/NLT)

This week we look at the power of finishing well with 
others - a visionary agenda that does more than chart 
our final steps; it steadies every step on the road. Dr. John 
Dunlop shaped this simple four part agenda from what he 
noticed his patients most needed. But first, let’s listen to 
another wise voice: Solomon.

Ecclesiastes 12 is a thoughtful summons: remember 
God while life still feels good and manageable. These vers-
es are not written to scare us, but to rouse us. They remind 
us that time is a gift, strength just a visitor, and that life 
goes fast. We are, all of us, as fragile as dust and breath. 
The first verse above urges us to remember the One who 
gave us breath in the first place. ‘Remember’ means more 
than a fleeting thought; it is to live with God - not self - at 
the center. Solomon warns us not to postpone faith and 
purposeful living as though the good years are guaran-
teed. When our lives are rooted in God - early and often 
- we find an anchor that holds through every season, and 
a path that leads us safely home.

Solomon could have reached for many names for God, 
yet he chooses this one: ‘Creator.’ This name carries us 
back to the first sentence of the Bible, to Genesis 1:1: “In 
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” He 
is the Eternal One, the Source behind all that is - stars and 
soil, and purpose. It is wise to seek the Creator for guid-
ance. In Genesis 1, we also see humankind as the pinnacle 
of God’s handiwork. He made us in His image (Genesis 
1:27), and His purposes for us are not small. Remember-
ing this changes the way we walk; we are meant to journey 
with Him, not away from Him!

Near the end of his life - on the final page of his book 

of wisdom - Solomon’s counsel is simple and urgent: re-
member your Creator and prepare for the hard days ahead 
of time. Below is Dr. Dunlop’s ‘Agenda to Finish Well with 
Others’. It is not too early to start working on them!

Strengthen relationships
To finish well with others is like tending the bridges 

while we are crossing them. Work on the grace of listening 
well to others; do the brave work of reconciliation where 
needed. Life is too short for us to stay bitter. We need good 
relationships all along the way, especially at the end.

Bequest and blessing
We do not leave behind possessions; we leave meaning. 

A photograph becomes a story still breathing, an object 
becomes a testimony of shared life. We shouldn’t wait for 
death, when we are no longer able to tell the significance 
of the objects, to pass them on. Even more precious are 
spoken blessings – intentional prayers we do with and for 
those we love, letting them know in the presence of our 
Creator the good we see in them and the good we hope 
for them.

Enjoyable times
Our last days and months together should not be just 

solemn. We need to create some good memories and mo-
ments of laughter. Ever notice how people need to laugh at 
funerals just as much as they cry? Humour is holy ground, 
a reminder that joy has not abandoned us. A well-timed 
joke, a shared ice-cream snack, a sparkle of mischief - 
these moments are defiant acts of hope that even after 
death there will be more to come.

Provide closure
Finally, we offer the gift of completion. We say what 

must be said: thank you, I forgive you, please forgive me, I 
love you (see Dr. Ira Byock’s book). We place periods where 
questions once lingered. We let our loved ones know that 
we will be OK, that we will always be their loved one. To 
hear those words ‘I’m going to be OK’, helps those left be-
hind to have peace in their grief.

Gary Dyck is a chaplain and spiritual care provider at a 
hospital and personal care home in the Southeast.

With appreciation
Thank you to everyone who volun-

teered and helped with Pick Up and 
Walk. It is always such a success for our 
community to do this together with oth-
er churches. Together as a community, 
11 tons of garbage were picked up with 
1,000 volunteers. Thank you to everyone 
who participated.

Hiring Info Night
The Steinbach Fire Department is 

now accepting applications for volun-
teer firefighters. If you’re interested in 
applying, you are encouraged to attend 
the Hiring Info Night on Monday, May 
18 at 7 p.m. at the Steinbach Fire Hall, 
477 Main St. Find hiring details at www.
steinbach.ca/fire. Pick up a copy of the 
recruitment package and application at 
City Hall.

Red Rock Cyclathon
The 57th Annual Cyclathon will be 

held June 6. Help send kids to camp. 
The cyclathon is a fundraising event 
that helps subsidize Red Rock’s summer 
camp program. It also provides funds to 
make camperships available to children 
whose parents cannot afford to send 
them to camp and supports summer 
staff, many of whom volunteer to work 
at camp.

Friends, families, corporate teams, 
youth groups, and individuals are wel-
come to participate. Cyclists must be 12 
years of age or older or be accompanied 
by an adult and raise sponsorships of at 
least $350.

Cyclists may choose to depart from 
designated locations in Winnipeg, 
Landmark or Steinbach and will travel 
approximately 125 km to Rennie, MB. 
From there they will be transported to 
the camp. Those departing from the cy-
clathon lunch stop on Hwy 15 will cycle 
a total of approximately 52 km.

Cyclists will ride in groups and be 
escorted by support vehicles. Snacks, 
water, juice, soft drinks and lunch will 
be provided on route and at camp. Fin-
ish off the day with a great supper with 
friends and participate in our awards 
program where there are lots of door 
prizes and you can win a bike. Return 
transportation will be provided on Sun-
day.

Cyclists and their families are wel-
come to stay the night at Red Rock Bi-
ble Camp and participate in the an-
nual open house on June 7. For more 
information, contact the office at rrbc@
redrockbiblecamp.com.

Community Compost Days
Bring your leaves, grass and other gar-

den clippings to Steinbach’s community 
compost depots, open every Saturday 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. until Oct. 17. The depots are 
located at: Woodlawn School yard (411 
Henry St), Stonybrook Middle School 
(77 Lumber Ave), and Smith Neufeld 
Jodoin Law Office (85 Provincial Trunk 
Hwy 12).

What to compost: vegetables and fruit 
(fresh, cooked, canned), coffee grounds/
filters, tea leaves/bags, eggshells, bread, 
plain rice, plain pasta, garden waste, 
weeds without seeds, grass clippings, 
leaves.

Do not compost: meat/fish/bones, 
eggs/dairy products, oily foods/sauc-
es, pet waste, diseased plants, metals, 
synthetic materials, plastic/petroleum 
products. Please visit www.steinbach.ca 
to learn more.

Exhibit opening ceremony
The Steinbach Arts Council is thrilled 

to announce the opening of “Shifting 
Realms: Ocean, Earth & Ether,” a solo 
exhibition by local abstract fluid and 
resin artist Tanya Penner. This evocative 
showcase will be featured in the Hall 
Gallery, 304 Second St, from May 22 to 
June 26. The community is invited to at-
tend the opening ceremony on Friday, 
May 22 at 6 p.m.

“Shifting Realms” explores the deli-
cate balance between chaos and con-
trol. Through intuitive, layered resin 
techniques and geode-inspired designs, 
Penner captures nature’s duality—from 
the calming serenity of shoreline waves 
to the raw energy and metallic strength 
found within the earth. Her work offers 
a living experience; many pieces incor-
porate sand and shells collected during 
decades of travel, preserving personal 
memories within the tide. As each work 
shifts with the light, viewers are invited 
to feel the rhythm of the ocean and the 
transformative power of art.

A self-taught artist born and raised 
in Steinbach, Penner’s creative journey 
began as a path to personal calm and 
clarity. What started as meditative ther-
apy has evolved into a bold, professional 
practice full of raw energy and emotion. 
Her success underscores the SAC’s mis-
sion to support regional talent and pro-
vide a professional platform for artists 
who bridge the gap between personal 
well-being and community excellence.

Meet Penner and witness the intricate 
details and crystal textures of her resin 
and mixed-media compositions in per-
son. Toonie admission is encouraged to 
support the Steinbach Arts Council and 
its artists.

STEINBACH
RANDINE MCLEAN WIENS
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Ostenfeld Lutheran Church
Our next service will be held Sunday, June 7 at 11:30 a.m. led 

by Pastor Deborah Moroz.
Ostenfeld Lutheran Church will be celebrating its 100th an-

niversary this year. Please join us on Sunday, July 26 at 11:30 
a.m. at 54057 PR302/43E in Ostenfeld. This service will be led 
by Pastor Deborah Moroz. Spread the word, everyone is wel-
come.

Ross Community Centre
Come out for the Community Clean-up on Saturday, May 16 

beginning at 10 a.m.

Ste Geneviève Community Centre
Library nights are held Monday evenings from 6-7:30 p.m.
Families are invited to join Playgroup every Friday from 10-

11:30 a.m. Activities will be held inside or outside, depending 
on the weather. This is a great time for kids to play and make 
new friends while their parents visit with each other.

The community centre board is teaming up with our lo-
cal firefighters and businesses to bring in a brand-new event 
which will combine two community favourites: the bike-a-
thon and community clean-up. This first ever Ride and Shine 
event will take place Saturday, May 23 from 10 a.m.-2 p.m. and 
will begin at Ste Geneviève Community Centre.

Families are welcome to join at any time during the event. 
Participants will receive a fun “passport” to guide them as they 
ride through town, visit local spots, and complete some simple 
challenges while on their bicycle. They will also have Ashton 
Beaupré of A. Beaupré Vélo and Ski on site to offer bike safety 
checks and tune-ups to help you ride with confidence. Plan to 
attend and get moving, explore and give back to our commu-
nity.

The community centre is looking for people to fill the posi-
tions of rental coordinator, hall cleaning staff, and baseball di-
amond maintenance worker. If you are interested, please send 
your tenders or inquiries to sgccfacilitymanager2020@gmail.
com and sgccpresident2020@gmail.com before May 8.

RM of Taché
The RM of Taché is now under a Level 2 fire restriction. This 

means that fires are only allowed in approved receptacles. No 
open-air fires are allowed. For more information, visit www.
rmtache.ca/p/rm-of-tache-fire-restriction-level.

Centre of Canada
The Centre of Canada Market will be back again this sum-

mer, every Friday from June 5 to Sept. 4 from 12-6 p.m. If you 
would like to be a vendor, you can apply now. For more infor-
mation, or to register, contact centreofcanadamarket@south-
eastcommerce.com.

Bingo
The Stacey Pchajek Memorial Foundation hosts bingo at 

the Richer Young at Hearts Club every Monday evening. Doors 
open at 4:30 p.m. Speedo Double Action is at 6:15 p.m., Ear-
ly-birds are at 6:30, followed by regular bingo at 6:50.

Pots for Monday, May 18 are as follows: Lucky 7 - $1,038+, 
Loonie Pot - $128+, Super Loonie - $6,160+, Poker Flush - $279, 
Pick 7 - $535+, Lucky Star - $956+, Odd/Even - $1,959+, Bo-
nanza - $426+, Jackpot - $325, Jackpot Strip in 53 numbers - 

$4,078+ and Last Chance - $492+.
Congratulations to Joy Gross, winner of the 50/50 draw on 

May 11.
There will be free coffee and cake on May 18 in celebration 

of Alice Smith’s 99th birthday. Happy birthday, Alice!

School News
There is no school Monday, May 18 due to the Victoria Day 

holiday.

Ste Anne Collegiate
A band retreat will be held May 20-22.
Class of 2026 grad clothing can be ordered online. The link 

can be found on the school website.
Get your yearbook orders in now. The price is $40, but only 

until Friday, May 22. After that date the price increases to 
$45. They can be ordered at the Collegiate office with cash or 
cheque, or online at https://ybpay.lifetouch.ca/Order/Select-
Job with the yearbook ID code: 11640926.

Ste Anne Immersion
There is no school for Kindergarten students Friday, May 15.
There will be a tornado drill on Friday, May 15 at 1:15 p.m.
Immunizations will be held Wednesday, May 20 at 9:15 a.m.

Greetings
Wishing a happy birthday to Barb Toon of the Ostenfeld area 

who is celebrating May 18.

Sympathy
Our deepest sympathy to the family of Adélia Bouvier who 

passed away May 4 at the age of 87. She leaves her children, 
Guy (Carole), Michèle, Gérald (Rosanne); grandchildren, 
Aimée (Roger), Demi (Eric), Danika (Miguel), Colin (Ashley), 
Brianne; five great-grandchildren; siblings, Germain (Colette), 
Gilles (Marielle), Bernard (Rose-Marie), Raymond (Sharon), 
Evelyn, Rose-Marie (John); and in-laws Lionel (Gloria) and 
Louis (Yvette). A celebration of life will be held at a later date.

Our sympathy also to the family of Yvon Legal of Ste Gen-
evieve who passed away May 5 at the age of 71. He leaves his 
wife Lynn; sons Justin (Christine) and Darcy (Tricia); four 
grandchildren; and his Uncle Léo. A memorial service will be 
held Saturday, May 30 at 12 p.m. at Crossings Funeral Care in 
Steinbach.

Thought for the day
“Memories remind us that nothing lasts forever. Time is 

precious and should not be wasted. Enjoy life and remember, 
don’t count the days, make the days count.”-Unknown

Enjoy the long weekend, everyone.

PHOTO BY LAUREN GODIN

The first bright colour this hyacinth brings is very welcome 
this cool, dreary spring.
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